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Michigan Constitutional Convention 
Begins Study of State Constitution 


A Michigan state constitutional convention 
to which delegates were elected at a special 
election in September convened in Lansing 
on October 3 to begin consideration of major 
revisions of the state constitution. It is ex- 
pected that the convention will continue for 
several months. 

The convention has the power to draft an 
entirely new constitution or to propose amend- 
ments to the present constitution or recom- 
mend that no changes be made. Any proposed 
changes must go to the electorate for ratifica- 
tion or rejection at a statewide popular ret- 
erendum. More than a dozen members of the 
convention are members of the American 
Judicature Society. 

Numerous groups in the state have begun to 
urge extensive changes in Michigan’s judicial 
system. One citizens’ advisory committee ap- 
pointed by the Governor has proposed the cre- 
ation of a new nine-member intermediate 
court of appeals, enlargement of the Supreme 
Court to 9 members with terms of office ex- 
tended from 8 to 10 years, removal of all 
references to justice of the peace courts in the 
new constitution so that provisions for such 
courts would be provided by the legislature, 
prohibiting payment of any judicial officer on 
a fee basis as well as other suggested changes. 

All Michigan attorneys are being polled 
by the State Bar of Michigan as to their pref- 
erence of judicial selection methods. Reten- 
tion of the present system, a plan comparable 
to the federal life-appointment system, and a 
modified Missouri plan for judicial selection 


were included as choices on the mail ballot, 
results of which were expected to be an- 
nounced later this month. 


American Judicature Society 
Receives Harrison Tweed Award 


for Support of Legal Aid Work 


A second major award this year was re- 
ceived on behalf of the American Judicature 
Society on October 11 when Vice-President 
Benton E. Gates and Executive Director 
Glenn R. Winters accepted the National Legal 
Aid and Defender Association’s Harrison 
‘Tweed Award for the Society. On June 30 
Mr. Winters received the Award of Meritori- 
ous Service from the National Council of 
Juvenile Court Judges at its convention in 
San Francisco. 

Presentation of the Harrison ‘Tweed Award 
was made at the N.L.A.D.A.’s annual conven- 
tion in Chicago by President William H. 
Avery. In his acceptance speech, Mr. Gates 
observed that legal service for all has always 
been an integral part of the Society’s program, 
and that the Society always has endeavored to 
discharge its responsibility in that area by 
supporting and cooperating with the National 
Legal Aid and Defender Association. 

The Harrison Tweed Award was established 
in 1956 to honor local bar associations for 
outstanding service to legal aid. This was the 
first time the award had been given to a na- 
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tional organization. The citation reads: 

_ In recognition of effective and outstand- 
ing service rendered in publicizing and 
encouraging the development of legal and 
defender facilities for the indigent citizens 
of this country, thus helping the legal pro- 
fession discharge its traditional responsi- 
bility for preserving the American ideal of 
equal justice under law. 


Harrison Tweed, prominent New York law- 
yer and former president of the N.L.A.D.A., 
after whom the award is named, is a former 
member of the board of directors of the Ameri- 
can Judicature Society. 

A second award—the Arthur v. Briesen 
medal—was added for the first time to the 
N.L.A.D.A. program at this meeting. The 
medal for pioneer work in providing legal 
assistance for the poor was presented post- 
humously to Charles Evans Hughes, William 
Howard Taft and Elihu Root. The first award 
of the medal to a living individual was made 
to Orison S. Marden, former president of the 
N.L.A.D.A. and chairman of the National 
Council on Legal Clinics. 

Celebrating its golden anniversary this year, 
the National Legal Aid and Defender Associ- 
ation promotes the establishment of local 
legal aid and defender offices and coordinates 
their activities. There are 224 legal aid offices 
and 100 defender services in the country; how- 
ever, 11 cities of more than 100,000 popula- 
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tion and 20 central cities of 75,000 to 100,000 
have no organized legal aid services. There 
are 35 counties of more than 400,000 popula- 
tion that have no defender offices. 


New Judicial Administration 
Brochure Series Is Available 


Three new informative brochures on judi- 
cial administration are now available for dis- 
tribution in quantity to members of the Amer- 
ican Judicature Society and others interested 
in improving the administration of justice. 

“Consensus of the National Conference on 
Judicial Selection and Court Administration,” 
the first of the series, has already received 
wide distribution in some states through ef- 
forts of Society officers and directors. Copies 
have been sent to every lawyer in one state 
through the cooperation of the state bar asso- 
ciation. Members of one state constitutional 
convention and a governor’s commission on 
courts in another state have received copies. 
One state bar association studying judicial 
reform has ordered 1,000 copies to be used for 
seminar purposes. 

Questions and answers by Laurance M. 
Hyde, chief justice of the Supreme Court of 
Missouri, are included in “The Missouri 
Plan,” the second brochure now available. It 
also contains information about the Society's 
early pioneering of the Kales judicial selec- 
tion plan which became the basis for both the 
Missouri and the American Bar Association 
plans. The text of the A.B.A. plan is included. 

Persons interested in the integrated bar will 
find that “A Unified Profession,” the third 
brochure, contains information about the 
states which have already adopted a unified 
state bar, as well as a discussion of the way 
such a state bar operates and comments by 
leading authorities. 

These are the first of a series of brochures 
being prepared by the Society’s Publications 
Committee and staff to make information 
available to Society members and _ others. 
There is no charge for quantities of less than 
1,000 copies. Larger quantities can be obtained 
at a cost of $5.00 a thousand to defray han- 
dling and mailing charges. Orders for these 
brochures should be sent to the American 
Judicature Society, 1155 East Sixtieth Street, 
Chicago 37, Illinois. 
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Society Members Acclaim 
New Insurance Program 


Initial response by members of the Ameri- 
can Judicature Society to the new group in- 
surance plans has been much greater than 
anticipated, according to President Cecil E. 
Burney. Announced for the first time in late 
October, applications are being received at a 
record rate. This four-fold program was de- 
signed to provide comprehensive insurance 
coverage for every Society member and to 
supplement coverage obtainable through bar 
associations and other organizations offering 
group insurance. It is part of an accelerated 
Society action program proposed by President 
Burney and adopted by the executive com- 
mittee in September. 

Applications for the Long Term Disability 
Policy with its payments beginning on the first 
day of an accident and on the eighth day of 
sickness have been unusually high. Many mem- 
bers are taking advantage of the unique family 
coverage economically provided by the new 
Life Insurance Policy program. Applications 
for both the Major Medical Care Plan and 
the Accidental Death and Dismemberment 
policies are being received from members who 
are not able to obtain such policies through 
other organizations. 

President Burney has announced that all 
new members will be eligible to secure any or 
all of the four types of insurance coverage and 
all Society members are urged to bring this 
additional membership service to the atten- 
tion of their colleagues, friends and others 
who have not yet become members of the 
American Judicature Society. 

The initial charter period has not yet closed 
and it is expected that many additional appli- 
cations will be received in the next few weeks. 


Census Reveals Lawyer 
Population Is Increasing 


The triennial census of the legal profession 
shows 285,003 lawyers “accounted for” in the 
nation, 23,683 more than in the last previous 
census in 1958. The statistical survey of the 
number and distribution of lawyers in the 
United States has just been completed by 
Martindale-Hubbell, Inc., and turned over to 
the American Bar Foundation for analysis. 
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LAWYER CENSUS AT A GLANCE 


Comparative summary of the legal profession 
statistical survey by Martindale-Hubbell, Inc. 
for 1961 and 1958. 


1961 1958 
Lawyers accounted for .......... 286,003 262,320 
Lawyers listed ............................ 250,203 233,530 
Private practice ........................ 192,353 188,955 
Government service .................. 25,621 24,245 
8,180 7,910 
Salaried in industry —............. 22,533 18,911 
Educational (salaried) —.......... 1,798 1,504 
Other private employment ... 867 639 
Inactive or retired ................... 10,887 7,661 
Women lawyers ....................... 6,488 6,350 


In effect the “lawyers accounted for’ figure 
is tabulation of all persons licensed to practice 
law. It includes almost a hundred thousand 
who are not actually engaged in private prac- 
tice for various reasons, including salaried 
lawyers in business and government, teachers 
and judges, and those inactive or retired. 

The new census gave as 192,353 the num- 
ber engaged “in private practice.” This total 
was only slightly higher than the 188,955 re- 
ported in that status three years ago. The 
1961 breakdown of private practitioners was: 
in individual practice, 116,911; in partner- 
ships, 60,709; associates, 14,733. 

One of the trends shown was the continu- 
ing decline of “solo” practitioners. The num- 
ber of lawyers practicing alone dropped 5,478 
in the last three years, about the same rate of 
decline as 1958 compared with 1955. 


Judge Griffin Bell Addresses 
Society Meeting in Birmingham 


Members and friends of the American Judi- 
cature Society heard Griffin B. Bell of Atlanta, 
Georgia, newly confirmed federal circuit judge, 
at the Society’s southeast regional breakfast 
meeting in the Tutwiler Hotel, Birmingham, 
Alabama, on Friday, November 10. Judge 
Bell spoke on “A Standard of Excellence.” 

Cecil E. Burney, Corpus Christi, Texas, presi- 
dent, presided at the meeting and announced 
details of the Society’s new action programs 
including a progress report on the new four- 
fold insurance program. 

Judge Bell, a member of the Society as well 
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as of the Atlanta, Georgia, and American Bar 
Associations, received his legal education at 
Mercer University and was admitted to the 
Georgia bar in 1947. Prior to his appointment, 
Judge Bell was in private practice and active 
in various state organizations. 


The first Joint Committee pilot project 
for a state was attended by more than 100 
Michigan trial court judges, September 26-28 
in Dearborn. Assisting the Michigan Judicial 
Conference in its sixth annual meeting, the 
Joint Committee for Effective Administration 
of Justice developed seminars on subjects 
chosen by the judges, including standard jury 
instructions, sentencing techniques, special 
problems of the trial judge, control over evi- 
dence and calendar control. The committee 
staff is presently assisting in a metropolitan 
city pilot project in Cleveland, Ohio, which is 
concerned with court congestion (October, 
1961, Journal, p. 115). A regional project is 
planned for late November when more than 
100 judges will gather in Austin, Texas, for the 
Southwest Regional Seminar for Trial Judges. 
The judge’s role in civil case pre-trial, pre- 
liminary procedures in criminal cases prior to 
trial, post-trial procedures, judge-jury relation- 
ships, and eliminating causes of delay in civil 
cases will be discussed. 


Over 3,000 copies of the Handbook for 
Judges have been distributed to judges who 
are members of the American Judicature So- 
ciety, other judges, lawyers, law school librar- 
ies, law reviews, and bar associations since 
August. A number of bar associations have 
ordered copies to be presented to judges in 
their jurisdiction. One municipal court has 
ordered copies for presentation to all new 
judges who become members of that court. 
Numerous judges and lawyers have ordered 
additional copies for friends and colleagues. 
Individual copies of this anthology of inspira- 
tional and other helpful writings for members 
of the judiciary are available at $3.50 a copy, 
or $2.50 for 10 or more copies, from the Amer- 
ican Judicature Society, 1155 East Sixtieth 
Street, Chicago 37, Illinois. 


The Missouri plan for judicial selection 
was presented by Forrest M. Hemker of St. 
Louis, a member of the American Judicature 
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Society and former president of the Missouri 
Bar, to lawyers attending the Fall Institute of 
the Minnesota State Bar Association. Glenn R. 
Winters of Chicago, executive director of the 
Society, also spoke on methods of selecting 
judges at the Institute on Judicial Selection, 
one of four half-day workshops held on No- 
vember 9-10 in Minneapolis. Messrs. Hemker 
and Winters previously had appeared before 
the Genesee County Bar Association, Flint, 
Michigan, on November 6, to discuss judicial 
selection methods. 


New Yorkers will know, by the time this 
Journal reaches its readers, whether or not 
they are to have a reorganized and unified 
judicial system in 1963. The proposed revision 
of the judiciary article of the state constitu- 
tion, establishing a new five-court system for 
New York and permitting the replacement of 
justice of the peace, police and city courts up- 
state by a new district court, was one of seven 
propositions submitted to the voters in the 
general election on November 7. The last 
major court reorganization in New York was 
in 1846. 


Operations research techniques were 
used to study Philadelphia court conges- 
tion in a recent experiment conducted by the 
Greater Philadelphia Movement and a na- 
tional research organization. A study of civil 
litigation in the common pleas courts employ- 
ing systems analysis originally developed for 
industrial and defense problems has _ been 
completed and a preliminary report filed. 
Using advanced mathematical formulae the 
analysis revealed a 12 step flow and concluded 
that an initial scheduling procedure should 
radically reduce trial delay. 


A new Ohio law to relieve court conges- 
tion became effective October 27. It provides 
that cases not exceeding $1,000 may be trans- 
ferred at the discretion of the judge from a 
common pleas court to any municipal court 
in the county with jurisdiction. 


The plaintiff’s petition for rehearing was 
denied in the Lathrop v. Donohue integrated 
bar case by the United States Supreme Court 
on October 9, 1961. 
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